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A few ESC landmarks

• Founded 1950 by 14 NCS (Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Greece, Italy, 

The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and Yugoslavia). 

Now has 57 member countries.

• First General Assembly 1950

• European Heart House built 1993 in Sophia-Antipolis, near Nice, France

• Brussels office opened in 2013



ESC Committee for Practice Guidelines (CPG)

• The first ESC Guidelines were published in Eur Heart J 1994 (CVD 
Prevention Guidelines)

• The CPG was created in 1994 by the ESC in order to oversee the process 
of guidelines development and their publication. The first EHH 
dedicated staff was hired in 2001.

• The CPG has the responsibility of selecting the topics for the documents 
in a timely manner as well as putting into place the Task Forces and 
Review Teams developing them.

• The CPG is responsible for the administrative supervision and co-
ordination of all ESC Guidelines Task Forces (TF) following the 
development process and within the allocated budget.



ESC Guidelines = 
Evidence + expertise for clinicians

• Evidence-based recommendations 
developed by Task Forces of leading 
European experts

• Help physicians weigh benefits & risks 
of particular diagnostic & therapeutic 
procedures 

• Formats include: full texts, pocket 
guidelines, slide-sets, books, mobile 
application…
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Goals and team definitions

Document elaboration
&

Review process

Publication

Details available on the ESC Web Site at:
http://www.escardio.org/guidelines-surveys/esc-guidelines/about/Pages/rules-writing.aspx

ESC Guidelines Production: 3 phases

http://www.escardio.org/guidelines-surveys/esc-guidelines/about/Pages/rules-writing.aspx
http://www.escardio.org/guidelines-surveys/esc-guidelines/about/Pages/rules-writing.aspx


Goals & Team Definitions (3 months)



Document Elaboration (12-15 months)



Publication Phase (3 months)



Guidelines for Guidelines Writing

https://www.escardio.org/static_

file/Escardio/Guidelines/About/

Recommendations-Guidelines-

Production.pdf

https://www.escardio.org/static_file/Escardio/Guidelines/About/Recommendations-Guidelines-Production.pdf


ESC Classification of Recommendations – COR
Classification of Recommendations for Procedures and Treatments:



ESC Level of Evidence - LOE



www.escardio.org/guidelines
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ESC Guidelines available on professional & 
social networks


